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Woman wins trial
over dog bite injury

Relative’s animal had just been struck by car

A Madison County, Il1, jury last month
sided with the plaintiff in a dog bite case.

The jury awarded Trena Wells, of Moro,
111, $140,000 for injuries sustained three
years ago in a bite from a black Labrador
mix owned by her half-brother and sister-
in-law.

K. Lindsay Rakers, one of Wells™ attor-
neys, gave the following account of the in-
cident that resulted in the dog bite:

Wells was visiting her sister-in-law, Amy
Cooper, when the dog, Tank, escaped from
the back yard and was hit by a car. The dog
ran back to the yard after the accident, but
when he saw Wells, he started running to-
ward the street again. Wells, who knew
the dog well, tried to stop him by bending
down, interlocking her fingers, and plac-
ing her arms around him. Then, the animal
stopped walking, collapsed and bit both
of her thumbs. He died within minutes of
biting her of his injuries from the car col-
lision.

Wells suffered puncture wounds to her
left thumb and multiple fractures and a
torn nail bed on her right thumb. Because
of a recurrent nail growth, Wells had to
have two surgeries after repair in the emer-

gency room.

During the trial, Rakers said, the defense
counsel argued that Wells wasn’t entitled
to damages because state law defined her
as the dog’s owner in the situation and be-
cause she provoked the dog.

Michael Bedesky, the attorney for defen-
dants Matthew and Amy Cooper, couldn’
be reached for comment.

Rakers said jury instructions stated that
“owner” was defined as “any person hav-
ing a right of property in an animal, or who
keeps or harbors an animal, or who has it
in his care, or acts as its custodian.” The
instructions also said, “Provoked’ means
any action or activity, whether intentional
or unintentional, which would reasonably
be expected to cause a normal animal in
similar circumstances to react in a man-

ner similar to that shown by the evidence,”

Rakers said.

The unanimous verdict came down Oct.
19 after a three-day trial. Jurors awarded
Wells $50,000 for past and future pain and
suffering, $45,000 for past and future loss
of normal life, $40,000 for past and future
medical costs and $5,000 for disfigure-
ment.
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Andrew Mundwiller, the other plaintiff’s
attorney, said he and Rakers intentionally
selected an insurance claims adjuster and a
former client of the defense attorney’s law
firm for the jury.

Mundwiller said he feared that the in-
juries, while serious to Wells, wouldn’t be
seen as serious by others, but he was happy
with the outcome.
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Rakers said she was glad the jury rejected
the defense argument that because Wells
was helping a dying dog, she “owned” the
dog under Illinois law and provoked the
animal.

“This was a fair result for Ms. Wells, who
was forced to endure almost three years of
waiting for resolution,” Rakers said.

— Laura Girresch



